v. * - 

'i- *v !» 


1 53/29/ 


Approved Fqr Release 2003/03/28 : CIA-RDP81B004C 

sechet ^ 


130024-0 

FRP I 

STATE 



80 3654817 


PAGE 001 
1 0064 92 JAN 


NC 3654817 


PP RUEAIIB 
ZNY sssss ; 

TSTU588 
PP RUEHC 
DE RUQMKW i 
ZNY sssss ; 


STATE 
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P P 100653Z JAN 80 
F M AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5193 
INFO RUGMBI/AMEMBASSY AEU DHABI PRIORITY 5107 
RUFHRS/AMEMBASSY ALGIERS PRIORITY 1067 
RUEHAM/AMEMB ASSY AMMAN PRIORITY 3206 
RUEHAD/USINT BAGHDAD PRIORITY 0997 
RUCMBE/AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 5680 
RUFHOL/ AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 0599 
RUEHEG/AMEMB ASSY CAIRO PRIORITY 2607 
RUEHDM/AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS PRIORITY 1800 
RUGMDJ/AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI PRIORITY 0087 
RUGMOD/AMEMBASSY DOHA PRIORITY 2884 
RUEH JM/AMCONSUL JERUSALEM PRIORITY 0553 


RUGMRA/AMEMBASSY JI 

rugmkm/amembassy KH 
rufhuk/amembassy LO 

RUGMAM/AMEMEASSY ma 
RUQMMT/AMEMBASSY MU 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MO 
RUFHOK/AMEMBASSY NO 
RUDKBT /AMEMBASSY RA 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASSY PA 
RUGMNS/AMEMB ASSY SA 
RUEHTV/AMEME ASSY TE 
RUDKKR/AMEMBASSY TU 
RUEHDT/USMISSION US 
BT 

SECRET KUWAIT 


JIDDA PRIORITY 6657 
KHARTOUM PRIORITY 0705 
LONDON PRIORITY 3658 
MANAMA PRIORITY 4243 
MUSCAT PRIORITY 2310 
MOSCOW PRIORITY 044 2 
NOUAKCHOTT PRIORITY 0162 
RABAT PRIORITY 0646 
PARIS PRIORITY 2328 
SANA PRIORITY 1478 
TEL AVIV PRIORITY' 1236 
TUNIS PRIORITY 0785 
USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 0878 


0168 


•E,0, 120651 RDS-1 1/9/90 (DICKMAN* F.M.) OR-M 

TAGS 1 PEPR* SCUL • MPOL* IR» AF * KU* XF* SOPN 

SUBJECTS (S) KUWAIT REACTION TO EVENTS IN TEHRAN AND AFGHAN- 
STAN 

REFS MANAMA 0031 

1. <S - ENTIRE TEXT), 

2, SUMMARY, KUWAITI REACTION TO EVENTS IN TEHRAN 
AND AFGHANISTAN CONTINUES TO REVEAL A DEPRESS INGLY 
PROFLUND DISTRUST OF THE UNITED STATES, THIS IS 
REFLECTED IN THE PRESS* THE KUWAITI TENDENCY TO TAKE 
CONTINGENCY US DEPLOYMENT IN THE AREA MORE SERIOUSLY 
THAN THE ACTUAL SOV IET INVAS ION OF AFGHAN I STAN * 

THE STATE OF KUWAIT'S DISILLUSIONMENT WITH US POLICY 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST*. AND ATTEMPTS BY YOUNG KUWAITIS 
TO FIND NEW SPIRITUAL VALUES NOT TIED TO THE EAST 
OR THE WEST, WASHINGTON'S COMP AR TM EN T AL I Z AT I ON OF 
ISSUES DOES NOT WORK WITH OUR KUWAITI FRIENDS WHO 
SEE' AFGHANISTAN AS PART OF A BATTLE BETWEEN SUPER- 
POWERS AND EVENTS IN TEHRAN AS SYMBOLIZING A NEW 
ISLAMIC FORCE SEEKING TO DEFINE A SET OF VALUES 
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE WEST, END SUMMARY. 
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IN TEHRAN 4 A S OCCUPIED* FR I ENDL V A NO RE S PONSI BLE KU WA I T I S 

HAVE (1) COMMISERATED ABOUT THE DIPLOMATS HELD HOSTAGE 

ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS. BUT (2) ASKED US WHM WE COULO 

EXPECT IN THE WAY OF REAL ARAB SUPPORT IN VIEW OF OUR 

CONSISTENT IGNORING OF ARAB AND PALE ST IN I AN RIGHTS 

VIS-A-VIS ISRAEL. THERE ARE SOME wKC AGREE WITH 

US WHEN WE POINT OUT THE ESSENTIAL IRRELEVANCE OF 

PALESTINE TO IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN, SOME ALSO AGREE THAT LIKE 

KHOMEINI'S HATRED FOR THE SHAH. KUWAITI UNHAPPINESS WITH US MIDDLE 

EAST POLICY BLINDS THEM TO DANGERS OF RUSSIAN ENCROACHMENT. BUT 

THEY MAKE THE POINT THAT WHEN USG HAS MADE ITSELF 

UNBELIEVABLE AND UNTRUSTWORTHY ABOUT- AN ISSUE CLOSE 

AND VITAL TO ARAB HEARTS. THE US CANNOT BE FULLY 

TRUSTED AND BELIEVED ON OTHER ISSUES, 


D) THE 
YOUNG KUWAIT 
VALUES. THE 
AND EXPLOITA 
THE MOSGUES 
TWENTIES FAR 
DEPARTURE OF 
AS POLITICAL 
ARE LOOKING 
NOT EXACTLY 
NEW SENSE OF 
WITH US OR W 


RE IS A RENEWED DESIRE ESPECIALLY AMONG 
IS TO RETURN TO SOME KIND OF SPIRITUAL 
US REMAINS THE SYMBOL OF MATERIALISM 
TION AND PLEASURES. KUWAITIS HERE TELL US 
ARE NOW FULL OF YOUNG PEOPLE* THOSE IN THE 
OUTNUMBER ALL OTHER ATTENDEES* WITH 
NASSER AND LACK OF ANYONE TO REPLACE HIM 
LEADER IN THE ARAB WORLD. THEY 
FOR A NEW SPIRITUAL LEADER. KHOMEINI DOES 
FILL THE BILL BUT THERE IS A SEARCH FOR 
VALUES WHICH ARE NOT IDENTIFIED EITHER 
ITH SOVIET UNION. 


4. WE HAVE FOR SOME TIME* IN PREVIOUS GORM EXERCISES 
FOR EXAMPLE. POINTED OUT THAT WE ARE JUDGED OUT HERE 
PRIMARILY BY OUR ARAB-ISRAELl POLICY. AND THAT KUWAITI 
PERCEPTIONS OF OUR FAILINGS IN THAT AREA SPILL OVER 
AND AFFECT OUR RELATIONS ON UTTERLY DIFFERENT 
MATTERS. IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN, TWO DRAMATIC INSTANCES 
IN WHICH WE REALLY WANT ACTIVE KUWAITI SUPPORT. ARE 
PERFECT ILLUSTRATIONS OF THIS THEME. AS A FOREIGN 
MINISTRY DESK OFFICER TCLD US RECENTLY IN CONTEXT OF A 
DISCUSSION ON AFGHANISTAN* M W£ WOULD BE WITH YOU ONE 
HUNDRED PERCENT IF IT WERE NOT FOR YOUR BLIND 
FAVORTISM FOR ISRAEL.” WHILE THIS IS AN EASY OUT* IT 
REFLECTS COMMONLY HELD ATTITUDE THAT THE US CANNOT 
EXPECT REAL HELP FROM THE ARABS ABSENT PROGRESS ON THE 
ARABS' CENTRAL POLITICAL CONCERN -- A STATE 

WHICH MEETS BASIC PALESTINIAN ASPIRATIONS. 

5. THE KUWAITIS* AND WE BELIEVE -OTHER ARABS TOO. 

ALSO SEE US AS COMPARTMENTALIZING ISSUES FAR TOO EASILY. 

FROM FOGGY BOTTOM, THE CONTINUED DETENTION OF THE 
HOSTAGES STRIKES AT FUNDAMENTAL BASIS FOR RATIONAL 
DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGE ANC REPRESENTATION IN THE WORLO 
AND AFGHANISTAN IS A GLOBAL STRATEGIC MATTER HAVING 
NOTHING TO DO WITH PALESTINE. FROM THE KUWAITI 
PERSPECTIVE* EVENTS IN TEHRAN ARE SEEN AS SYMBOLIZING 
A NEW ISLAMIC FORCE SEEKING TO DEFINE A SET OF VALUES 
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE WEST. AFGHANISTAN IS SEEN 
AS PART OF THE ENDURING BATTLE BETWEEN THE^TWO 
SUPERPOWERS* WITH THE USG TAINTED BY ITS CONTINUED 
LARGE MATERIAL AND POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL WHILE 
ISRAEL PERMITS THE EXPANSION OF SETTLEMENTS ON THE 
WEST BANK IN THE FACE OF OFFICIAL /AMERICAN STATEMENTS 
THAT THEY ARE ILLEGAL. 

6. WHILE WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF CHANGING OUR 
APPROACHES ON TEHRAN AND AFGHANISTAN, WE SHOULD 

REMAIN AWARE .THAT KUWAIT, AND WE BELIEVE OTHER . 
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ARAB GULF COUNTRIES WHICH ARE AMONG CLOSEST TO 
IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN, CONTINUE TO SEE THEIR 
SECURITY ANC EXISTENCE AS BEING DETERMINED FIRST BY 
WHAT HAPPENS IN PALESTINE AND SECOND BY WHAT 
HAPPENS ON THE OTHER SICE OF THE GULF, AT THE SAME 
TIME, BEING BUFFETED BY ANTI-ISLAMIC BRUTALITY OF 
THE SOVIET UNION IN AFGHANISTAN AND US ATTEMPTS TO 
STIR THEM UP ABOUT K HOW E I N I 'S ’ I N I QU I T I ES , MANY 
' KUWAITIS SEE THIS AS A PLOT WHOSE MEANING THEY DO 
NOT YET FATHOM. FOR THE YOUNGER GENERATION OF 
KUWAITIS, IT TENDS TO REINFORCE THEIR 
DESIRE TO FIND A NEW LEADERSHIP WHICH AT LEAST 
WILL EMPHASIZE PIETY AND SELF ABNEGATION AND WHICH 
CAN PROVIDE SOME REASSURING EXPLANATION FQft THE 
CONFUSION AROUND THEM, 

DICKMAN 
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